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Headline statistics on social enterprise in the North West of England, based on data from Social
Enterprise UK’s latest State of Social Enterprise (2023) research and wider evidence in their Social

Enterprise Knowledge Centre.

Economic contribution

Financial performance

49% of social enterprises here
reported making a profit last
financial year - down from 53% in
2021 - while a further 19% broke
even

59% of social enterprises reported that their
turnover had increased from the previous
year - up from 35% in 2021

Leadership

589% of social enterprises in the North
West are majority-led by women

9% are majority-
led by people from
ethnic minority
backgrounds

Mission and impact
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State of Social Enterprise in the North West of England

Regional distinctions

Education focused

A higher proportion of social enterprises in the North West
operate in the education and training space, and have
education and literacy as their social mission, compared to
the national picture.

Co-operative and co-operation heartland

A higher proportion of respondents here operate as co-
operatives and are registered as Community/Co-operative
Benefit Societies than across England overall. North West
social enterprises are more likely to have staff and stakeholder
engagement in decision-making.

Social enterprises here are more likely to provide support
to other social enterprises (34% compared to 23% national
average), and far more likely to be trading with other
social enterprises (73% vs 53%) as well as with third sector
organisations.

Public sector income

Almost a third of social enterprises in the North West said that
trading with the public sector was their main source of income
- and, of these, 77% said this income comes from the local or
combined authority. The amount of paid work with the public
sector is more likely to have increased here in the previous
year.

Finance and investment patterns

North West social enterprises were far more likely than the
national average to have invested in capital assets over the
previous year.
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Social enterprises here were more likely to be looking to raise
finance for working capital - seeking and securing more than
social enterprises elsewhere in the country. However, they
were also much more likely than elsewhere to not apply for
finance due to high costs, lack of suitable products, lack of
knowledge of where to find appropriate finance, and risk
aversion.

Social enterprises here are more open to considering equity
and quasi-equity finance, as well as blended finance and
loans - with less appetite for borrowing using mortgages or
overdrafts.

Social enterprises as employers

Social enterprises in the North West have, on average,

more staff than is the case nationally. However, a lower
proportion of the workforce is female or from ethnic minority
backgrounds.

Social enterprises here are more likely to be paying the real
Living Wage than in other English regions.

Growth expectations

Growth expectations here are lower than is the case
nationally; 57% expected turnover to increase in the year
ahead, compared with 62% nationally.

However, in terms of green growth, the North West is more
active and ambitious than England overall. 36% of social
enterprises here intended to invest in products, services
and processes to decarbonise as part of their growth plans,
compared to 23% nationally.

For full details of the State of Social Enterprise 2023 research methodology, sponsors and partners, see www.socialenterprise.org.uk/social-
enterprise-knowledge-centre/the-state-of-social-enterprise. Due to sample sizes, we have been unable to report on certain data in each of
these regional reports. Thank you to all the social enterprises who have participated in Knowledge Centre data collection. Thank you to all
the social enterprises who have participated in Knowledge Centre data collection. For any queries, contact research@socialenterprise.org.uk.




