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This paper sets out headline statistics on social enterprise in the North East of England, based
on data from Social Enterprise UK’s latest State of Social Enterprise (2023) research and wider
evidence in their Social Enterprise Knowledge Centre.

Economic contribution

Financial performance

63% of social enterprises in the
North East reported making a profit
last financial year, while a further
7% reported breaking even
70% of social enterprises in the North East
reported their turnover had increased in the
last 12 months - a significant increase from
50% in 2021

Leadership

55% of social enterprises in the North
East are majority-led by women

5% are majority-
led by people from
ethnic minority
backgrounds

Mission and impact
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State of Social Enterprise in the North East of England

Regional distinctions

Demographics

A smaller proportion of social enterprises here are Community
Interest Companies compared to the national average. There
are more Community Benefit Societies, and more Companies
Limited by Shares. Staff and stakeholders are less likely than
the national average to be involved in decision-making here.

Trading patterns

Social enterprises here are more likely to be trading with the
public and private sectors, and with other social enterprises.
For those trading with the public sector, less work comes via
local and combined authorities than is the case elsewhere.

The amount of paid work with the public sector hasn’t grown
in the previous year, unlike the national average. This is
despite a higher proportion of social enterprises here bidding
for public sector contracts.

Financial position
Social enterprises in the North East were far more likely than
the national average to have made a profit in the previous
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year, more likely to have increased turnover, but no more
likely to be expecting growth in the year ahead.

Finance and investment

Fewer social enterprises here considered applying for external
finance, and concern about the cost of finance was much
higher. Social enterprises in the North East are more likely to
consider that available forms of finance are relevant for them
and more confident that they have the skills to obtain finance
and investment.

Barriers to growth

Skills issues and concerns about wider economic factors
are bigger concerns for social enterprises here than is the
case nationally, particularly the cost of living and economic
instability.

Training
North East social enterprises are more likely to offer their staff
training opportunities.

For full details of the State of Social Enterprise 2023 research methodology, sponsors and partners, see www.socialenterprise.org.uk/social-
enterprise-knowledge-centre/the-state-of-social-enterprise. Due to sample sizes, we have been unable to report on certain data in each of
these regional reports. Thank you to all the social enterprises who have participated in Knowledge Centre data collection. Thank you to all
the social enterprises who have participated in Knowledge Centre data collection. For any queries, contact research@socialenterprise.org.uk.
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