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This paper sets out headline statistics on social enterprise in the East Midlands, based on data
from Social Enterprise UK’s latest State of Social Enterprise (2023) research and wider evidence

in their Social Enterprise Knowledge Centre.

Economic contribution

Financial performance

45% of social enterprises in the East Midlands
reported making a profit last financial year,
while a further 19% reported breaking even

32% reported a loss last financial year - up significantly
from 22% in 2021

68% reported their turnover had increased in the last 12
months - up from 46% in 2021 - and a further 6% reported
turnover had remained the same

Leadership

71% of social enterprises in the
East Midlands are majority-led by
women

17% are
majority-led

by people from
ethnic minority
backgrounds
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Regional distinctions

Demographics

A higher proportion of social enterprises in the East Midlands
are registered as Community Interest Companies than is the
case nationally (65% compared to 52%). There are fewer
social enterprises Limited by Guarantee or registered as
Community Benefit Societies here.

Health and wellbeing

Aslightly higher proportion of social enterprises here

work in health care, and there is more focus on improving
mental health and wellbeing, as well as supporting disabled
and neurodiverse people - including providing them with
employment opportunities.

Climate-focused

Social enterprises here are more likely to be working to
address the climate emergency, and 55% had installed energy
efficiency measures in the previous year.

Trading patterns
Social enterprises here are more likely to generate income
from trading with the private sector but are less likely to

November 2024

trade with the general public. Of those trading with the public
sector, a smaller proportion than the national average obtain

work with local and combined authorities. Despite this, there

has been an overall increase in the amount of paid work with

the public sector.

Finance and investment

Financial barriers are more commonly cited here than in other
parts of the country, with particular concerns about cashflow,
late payments and energy prices.

A low proportion applied for external finance. A quarter
said they hadn’t applied for finance for fear of rejection. A
lack of suitable forms of finance is a much bigger concern
here, and more social enterprises believe they lack the
financial, business and marketing skills to obtain finance
and investment. A lower proportion here intend to apply for
external finance over the next three years.

For full details of the State of Social Enterprise 2023 research methodology, sponsors and partners, see www.socialenterprise.
org.uk/social-enterprise-knowledge-centre/the-state-of-social-enterprise. Due to sample sizes, we have been unable to report
on certain data in each of these regional reports. Thank you to all the social enterprises who have participated in Knowledge
Centre data collection. Thank you to all the social enterprises who have participated in Knowledge Centre data collection. For

any queries, contact research@socialenterprise.org.uk.
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